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deliberately resolving to remain where he was until the
return of spring should allow Mardonios to move his
army in Boiotia. ' Whatever may have been the sufferings
of Xerxes, his own position was not without difficulty.
The tidings of the victory of Salamis and of the hasty
retreat of the Persian ships, induced some of the Greek
colonies to revolt after the king had passed them on his
journey to the Hellespont. Artabazos determined to
Capture of punish them. The siege and capture of
oiynthos, Olynthos (p. 31) was followed by a blockade
adeoHPoti- of Potidaia. His plans were here foiled by
daia.            an accident which caused him serious loss ;

but even this disaster scarcely affected the efficiency of
his troops. In short, the history of Artabazos conclusively
proves that the followers of Xerxes in his retreat were
not reduced to the hard lot of an Arabian caravan in
lack of food and water.

By the non-Medizing Greeks the winter was spent in
attempts to recruit their finances by voluntary or forced
Exactions contributions from Hellenic cities. At
of the Greek Andros Themistokles told the people that
drofand " they must pay, because the Athenians had
elsewhere. come under the guidance of two very mighty
deities, Necessity and Faith (Peitho, the power which
produces obedience or trust). The Andrians refused,
under the plea that they likewise had two deities, Poverty
and Helplessness, which would not leave their islands.
They added that the power of Athens could never exceed
their own impotence : and the failure of 3he siege verified
their prediction. But while the blockade was still going
on, Themistokles by threatening the other islands with
summary measures in case of refusal, collected, we are told,
large sums of money without the knowledge of the other
leaders, and kept them for^ his own use. It is enough to
say that, though he and his agents might keep the secret,